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Celebrating Daniel Tarsy, MD

On November 12, we will gather to 
celebrate Daniel Tarsy, MD, and his 
remarkable life, career and lasting 
legacy. For decades, Dr. Tarsy has 
made an enduring impact on the 
field of neurology and on 
generations of colleagues, trainees 
and patients.

Faculty and colleagues who knew 
Dr. Tarsy are warmly invited to join 
us for this special evening, which 
will include remarks from Ross 
Baldessarini, MD, of McLean 
Hospital.

Thursday, November 12, 2026 | 5–
8 p.m.
The Klarman Building at BIDMC | 
Room 11 A&B
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A Special Visit from 
Tedy Bruschi

Football season brought a familiar 
face to BIDMC when former New 
England Patriots linebacker Tedy 
Bruschi visited with stroke and 
cardiology patients and staff as an 
ambassador for Abbott’s 
HeartMates program.

Bruschi also joined the BIDMC 
Stroke Support Group, where he 
shared his own recovery journey 
and spent time connecting with 
others navigating life after stroke.

Thank you to Tedy and our Stroke 
team for a memorable visit -
especially Kristin Depasquale, 

RN, who was truly the 
quarterback of the whole 
operation. 
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Patient Story: Finding Freedom From 
Epilepsy

After living with epilepsy since childhood, Thomas 
Canniff turned to BIDMC’s Comprehensive Epilepsy 
Center when medications could no longer control his 
seizures. Advanced testing helped his care team 
pinpoint the source, leading to surgery, and a new 
chapter for Tom with greater freedom and confidence.

Read Tom's Story

Our Huntington’s Disease Center of Excellence 
recently welcomed U.S. Representative Jake 
Auchincloss for a conversation with Samuel 
Frank, MD, and members of our team about 
Huntington’s disease care, research and advocacy.

The visit offered an opportunity to discuss the needs 
of individuals and families affected by Huntington’s 
disease and the importance of continued investment 
in research and therapeutic development.

It was another example of the important work our faculty are doing beyond the bedside 
and bench to help advance awareness and advocacy for the communities we serve.

Congressman Jake Auchincloss Visits Our Huntington’s Disease Center

https://bidmc.org/news-stories/all-news-stories/stories/2026/09/epilepsy-surgery-patient-story
https://bidmc.org/news-stories/all-news-stories/stories/2026/09/epilepsy-surgery-patient-story
https://bidmc.org/news-stories/all-news-stories/stories/2026/09/epilepsy-surgery-patient-story
https://bidmc.org/news-stories/all-news-stories/stories/2026/09/epilepsy-surgery-patient-story
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SAVE THE DATE: Front-
Line Neurology 2027
Front-Line Neurology 
returns for its third year 
on February 26–27, 2027!

Our annual two-day virtual CME 
course will bring together BIDMC 
Neurology faculty and experts for 
practical updates on the latest 
advances across the field. From AI 
and brain stimulation to epilepsy, 
dementia, stroke, MS, movement 
disorders and more, this year’s 
program will cover a wide range of 
topics designed for today’s practicing 
neurologist.

February 26–27, 2027 | Virtual CME 
Course
Registration details coming soon.
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Congratulations to Aimee Boegle, Sheng Chiang, Roberto DeLuca, Pete Fried, 
Wolfgang Gangelberger, Grace Ho, Natalia Machado, Shabbir Merchant, Trudy Pang, 
Ludy Shih and Stavroula Tsitkanou.

Awards begin October 1. We look forward to seeing where this work leads!c

FY2027 Seed Grant Awardees 
Announced

Following a strong response of 19 
applications, the department has awarded 
11 FY2027 Seed Grants of $40,000 each 
to support research and new ideas across 
Neurology.

Zuflacht Receives Health Care Delivery Science Grant

Congratulations to Jonah Zuflacht, MD, recipient of a Center for 
Health Care Delivery Science Grant supporting research on the 
utilization of CT angiograzphy in the Emergency Department.
The project will examine opportunities to better understand CTA use and 
support evidence-based imaging decisions in emergency neurological 
care.
Congratulations to Dr. Zuflacht and the team on this important work.

New Research Explores Sleep and Fatigue in MS

Could better understanding sleep help us better understand fatigue in MS? New research 
from our Multiple Sclerosis/Neuroimmunology Center team - Jacob A. Sloane, MD; Ina 
Djonlagic, MD; Vikrum Singh; Ursela Baber; Rikka Azuma; and Nara Michaelson, 
MD - explores the connection between sleep apnea and fatigue in people with multiple 
sclerosis.

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11325-026-03788-8
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Saghir M, Jalal AA, Saghir E, Rahl K, Shoaib N, Affan M, Zafar M, Michaelson NM, Kamil KA. Parkinson's 
Disease and Respiratory Failure: Epidemiologic Insights of Two Decades From the CDC-WONDER 
Database. Brain Behav. 2026 Sep;16(9):e71756. doi: 10.1002/brb3.71756. PMID: 42779107.

Michaelson NM, Buathong S, Treaba CA, Mayfield JD, Bhatt A, Mainero C, Klawiter EC, Huang SY. 
Advanced MRI in Multiple Sclerosis: Clinical Translation of Imaging Biomarkers in the 2024 McDonald 
Criteria. Radiology. 2026 Aug;320(2):e252139. doi: 10.1148/radiol.252139. PMID: 42578789; PMCID: 
PMC13507914.

Sloane JA, Djonlagic I, Singh V, Baber U, Azuma R, Michaelson N. High prevalence of low arousal threshold 
endotype in obstructive sleep apnea with multiple sclerosis. Sleep Breath. 2026 Aug 29;30(5):244. doi: 
10.1007/s11325-026-03788-8. PMID: 42667478.

Saghir M, Affan M, Saghir E, Qazi K, Zafar M, Rawal S, Michaelson N, Sattar Y. Rising dementia mortality 
among tobacco users in the US, 2005-2020: insights from CDC-WONDER database. Neurodegener Dis 
Manag. 2026 Apr 14:1-12. doi: 10.1080/17582024.2026.2647102. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 41978491.

Lasker Award Connection: In a recent Journal of Clinical 
Investigation Viewpoint, Clifford Saper, MD, PhD, reflects on 
the discoveries behind the 2026 Albert Lasker Basic Medical 
Research Award and the evolution of orexin research from 
basic science to new treatments for narcolepsy. The work 
recognized by the award is closely connected to decades of 
research in the field by Dr. Saper and Thomas Scammell, MD.

Shih LC, Ondo WG. Essential Tremor Therapies Don't Make the GRADE. Mov Disord. 2026 Apr;41(4):813-
814. doi: 10.1002/mds.70269. Epub 2026 Mar 13. PMID: 41826252.

NIH R01 Award: Veronique VanderHorst, MD, PhD, and Susan Dymecki, MD, PhD, 
Harvard Medical School, received an R01 grant from the National Heart, Lung, and 
Blood Institute (NHLBI) at the National Institutes of Health (NIH).
Research focus: Serotonergic circuit mechanisms to enhance upper airway tone and 
respiration in the setting of opioids and sleep-disordered breathing.

Maski KP, Scammell TE. Narcolepsy. JAMA. Published online September 9, 2026. 
doi:10.1001/jama.2026.14685.
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Haack M, Chan J, Engert LC, Dang R, Wang H, Borducchi EN, Shah K, Liu J, Sun H, Ganglberger W, 
Karlson EW, Prather AA, Barouch DH, Mullington JM. The effect of pre-existing sleep disturbance 
on T cell responses to SARS-CoV-2 variants, pro-inflammatory and pro-resolving mediators, and 
glucocorticoid sensitivity in Long COVID. Sci Rep. 2026 Apr 3;16(1).
Division/program: Sleep / Neuroimmunology | PMID: 41933012 | PMCID: PMC13199573 | Publication 
type: Original research

Dookhy J, Cummings M, Price E, Liu Y, Gutierrez-Gomez S, O'Shea S, Frank S, Au R, Gurnani AS, Ang 
TFA, Mez J, Shih LC. Dementia Incidence in Individuals With Parkinson's Disease in the 
Framingham Heart Study. Ann Clin Transl Neurol. 2026 Apr 7.
Division/program: Movement Disorders | PMID: 41944089 | DOI: 10.1002/acn3.70383 | Publication type: 
Original research

Ramirez-Plascencia OD, De Luca R, Machado NLS, Eghlidi D, Khanday MA, Bandaru SS, Raffin F, 
Vujovic N, Arrigoni E, Saper CB. A hypothalamic circuit for circadian regulation of corticosterone 
secretion. Nat Commun. 2026 Apr 7;17(1):4940.
Division/program: Sleep / Basic Neuroscience | PMID: 41946720 | PMCID: PMC13233844 | DOI: 
10.1038/s41467-026-71482-0 | Publication type: Original research

Parent JH, Levine T, Freeman R, Gibbons CH. The Syn-Q study: detection of cutaneous 
phosphorylated alpha-synuclein in Parkinson's disease progression: a trial protocol. Front Neurol. 
2026 Apr 14;17:1823991.
Division/program: Autonomic Neurology | PMID: 42057930 | PMCID: PMC13121157 | DOI: 
10.3389/fneur.2026.1823991 | Publication type: Protocol

Marino FR, Kim M, Hwang PH, Tripodis Y, Alosco M, Mez J, McKee A, Au R, Thomas RJ, Shih L. 
Impact of Sleep Quality on Gait Variability: Pilot Cohort Study. JMIR Aging. 2026 Jun 16;9:e81630. doi: 
10.2196/81630. PMID: 42302301; PMCID: PMC13271590.

Dookhy J, Cummings M, Price E, Liu Y, Gutierrez-Gomez S, O'Shea S, Frank S, Au R, Gurnani AS, Ang 
TFA, Mez J, Shih LC. Dementia Incidence in Individuals With Parkinson's Disease in the Framingham 
Heart Study. Ann Clin Transl Neurol. 2026 Jul;13(7):1493-1497. doi: 10.1002/acn3.70383. Epub 2026 
Apr 7. PMID: 41944089; PMCID: PMC13358564.

Ho KC, Li S, Serrano-Amenos C, Kowahl N, Rainaldi E, Chen C, Bloem BR, Sanders LH, Shih LC, 
Siderowf A, Marks WJ Jr, Kapur R, Evers LJW, Shin S. Wearable-sensor based walking and non-walking 
measures as progression markers in early to mid-stage Parkinson's disease. NPJ Parkinsons Dis. 2026 
Apr 18;12(1):147. doi: 10.1038/s41531-026-01358-z. PMID: 42000835; PMCID: PMC13276126.
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Awamleh M, Hamad M, Jariri A, Selim M. Artificial intelligence in stroke management: From prevention 
to treatment. Digit Health. 2026;12:20552076261433849.
Division/program: Stroke | PMID: 42052419 | PMCID: PMC13111860 | DOI: 10.1177/20552076261433849 | 
Publication type: Review

Lian G, Khabazeh A, Sheen V. A modified CRISPR/Cas9 approach in silencing the triplication in Down 
syndrome: A treatment path XISTs. Proc Natl Acad Sci U S A. 2026 Apr 21;123(16):e2517953123.
Division/program: Epilepsy / Neurogenetics | PMID: 41973928 | PMCID: PMC13099551 | Publication type: 
Original research

Sun H, Dang R, Li P, Xiao W, Scott-Sutherland J, Sassower KC, Westover MB, Felsenstein D, Thomas RJ, 
Haack M, Mullington JM. Facility-measured sleep electroencephalographic microstructures in long 
COVID. Sleep. 2026 Apr 22:zsag090.
Division/program: Sleep / Epilepsy Data Science | PMID: 42017829 | DOI: 10.1093/sleep/zsag090 | 
Publication type: Original research

Ning MH, Sun H, Passera B, Das DB, Westover MB, Pascual-Leone A, Santarnecchi E, Shafi MM, Ozdemir 
RA. Complexity of resting cortical activity predicts neurophysiological responses to theta-burst 
stimulation but fails to generalize: A rigorous machine-learning approach. PLoS Comput Biol. 2026 Apr 
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