Department of Pathology

Welcome New Hires!

Scott J. Rodig, MD, PhD, an internationally
recognized hematopathologist, physician-
scientist, and academic leader, has joined the
BIDMC Department of Pathology as the
inaugural Vice Chair of Hematopathology. A
Professor of Pathology at Harvard Medical
School and previously an attending pathologist
at Brigham and Women’s Hospital and Dana-
Farber Cancer Institute, Dr. Rodig brings more
than two decades of clinical, research, and
leadership experience at the forefront of
hematologic malignancies.

He has authored over 350 peer-reviewed
publications, ranks among the top 1% of most-
cited researchers in clinical medicine, and has
played a pivotal role in discoveries and
diagnostic innovations that have shaped modern
lymphoma care. In his new role, he is leading
and strengthening the collaboration between
Dana-Farber’s Hematologic Malignancies
programs and BIDMC Pathology, advancing
integrated clinical care, translational research,
and education.
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Department of Pathology

Welcome New Hires!

Adriano Piris, MD, an expert with extensive
experience, has joined Dermatopathology where
he signs out routine cases, intramural and
extramural consults, and participates in the
department's academic and teaching activities. He
is a graduate from the Medical School of the
Universidad Nacional de Asuncion in Paraguay. He
completed postgraduate training at Berkshire
Medical Center and Massachusetts General
Hospital (AP) and BIDMC (Dermatopathology).

He is a former Assistant Professor in Dermatology
at Harvard Medical School and former Director of
the Mihm Cutaneous Pathology Consultative
Service at Brigham and Women's Dermatology. He
is currently a senior dermatopathology consultant
for Sonic Health Care USA. He has worked with
the Melanoma Group of the National Cancer
Institute in Milan, Italy. Most recently, in
collaboration with the Mohs micrographic surgery
unit at Brigham and Women's Dermatology, he
developed the first and only scoring system for
desmoplasia in cutaneous squamous cell
carcinoma, a work recently published in

the Journal of Investigative Dermatology.
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Department of Pathology

Welcome New Hires!

Feidi Chen, MD, PhD, a former BIDMC AP/CP
resident, completed a PhD in Experimental Pathology
at the University of Texas Medical Branch, followed by
postdoctoral research fellowships at Washington
University School of Medicine and the Cleveland Clinic.
Most recently she completed a Breast Pathology
Fellowship at Brigham and Women's Hospital.

Pu Ni, MD, completed a master's degree in Medical &
Molecular Genetics at Indiana University, followed by
an AP/CP residency at Mount Sinai West/Morningside
Hospital, where she also served as Chief Resident.
Most recently, Dr. Ni completed a Gastrointestinal
Pathology Fellowship at Brigham and Women's
Hospital.

Carla Calagua, MD, completed a postdoctoral research
fellowship at BIDMC, where she focused on the molecular
pathology of aggressive prostate cancer, treatment
resistance, tumor immunology, and biomarker
development. She completed an AP/CP residency at Mount
Sinai West/Morningside Hospital, where she also served as
Chief Resident, followed by a Genitourinary Pathology
Fellowship at Johns Hopkins Hospital.
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Department of Pathology

Welcome New Hires!

Dongling Wu, MD, joins us as a Breast and Genitourinary
Pathologist. She completed an AP/CP residency at the
Zucker School of Medicine at Hofstra Northwell Health,
followed by a postdoctoral research scholarship and a
Uropathology Fellowship at NYU Langone Health. She
completed a Breast Pathology Fellowship at BIDMC and
most recently a Surgical Pathology Fellowship at Memorial
Sloan Kettering Cancer Center.

Yinan Hua, MD, PhD, joins us as a per diem Head & Neck
Pathologist. She earned a PhD in Biomedical Sciences
from the University of Wyoming, followed by a postdoctoral
fellowship at the National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute.
She completed an AP/CP residency at Baylor Scott & White
Health/Texas A&M University, where she served as Chief
Resident, followed by a Cytopathology Fellowship at
BIDMC. Most recently, she served as a Surgical Pathologist
and Cytopathologist at Tufts Medical Center, where she also
held the role of Associate Program Director for the
Pathology Residency Program.

Debasmita Das, MD, joins us as a per diem Community
Pathologist serving our Needham and Milton practices. She
completed an AP/CP residency at Danbury Hospital/Yale
School of Medicine, followed by a Gastrointestinal Pathology
Fellowship at BIDMC. Most recently, she served as a
Surgical Pathologist at Anna Jaques Hospital/BILH in
Newburyport, Massachusetts, and at Boston Medical Center
— South in Brockton.
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Department of Pathology

Welcome New Hires!

Danielle Stamer, MD, joins our Dermatopathology team.
She completed her Dermatopathology Fellowship and AP/CP
Residency at BIDMC, where she also served as Chief
Resident. She earned her MD from the UMASS

Chan Medical School. Her research interests focus on
dermatopathology, with particular emphasis on cutaneous
squamous cell carcinoma, biomarker discovery, and the
application of emerging molecular techniques to the diagnosis
and treatment of skin disease.

Xia Qian, MD, joins our Dermatopathology team. She
completed her AP/CP Residency and Dermatopathology
Fellowship at BIDMC. She earned both her MD and PhD
from Nanjing Medical University in Nanjing, China. She
brings an extensive background in both clinical pathology
and translational research, with prior work spanning cancer
biology, liver disease, and gastrointestinal pathology. Her
current research focuses on melanoma and inflammatory
skin diseases, including the clinicopathologic features of
mucosal melanoma and cutaneous syphilis.
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Department of Pathology

Welcome New Hires!

Maxwell Roth, MD, joins the Division of Laboratory
and Transfusion Medicine as Assistant Director of
the Blood Bank and Director of Transfusion
Informatics. He received his MD from Albert Einstein
College of Medicine and completed his residency in
AP/CP at Massachusetts General Hospital. He
subsequently completed a fellowship in Blood
Banking/Transfusion Medicine at Mass General
Brigham. His research focuses on informatics-based
approaches to investigate transfusion medicine
practices and outcomes in critically ill patients, as well
as studying blood cell population dynamics.

Before joining BIDMC, Xuefei Huang, MD, PhD, was an
Assistant Professor of Pathology at UMass Chan
Medical School with expertise in gastrointestinal,
pancreatobiliary, liver, and liver transplant pathology.
She began medical school at the age of 16 and earned
an MD and PhD in China. Her doctoral research was
among the first to demonstrate the therapeutic potential
of Aurora kinase inhibition in acute myeloid leukemia,
with the findings published in Blood. She was a
postdoctoral fellow at MD Anderson Cancer Center and
Boston Children's Hospital. She completed her AP/CP
residency at UMass Chan Medical School, where she
served as Chief Resident, followed by a fellowship in
Gastrointestinal and Liver Pathology at Johns Hopkins
Hospital. She has authored and co-authored numerous
peer-reviewed publications in leading journals.
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Department of Pathology

Welcome New Hires!

Giuseppe Mignosa, MBA, MLS(ASCP), joins the
department as Executive Director of Pathology.
Throughout his career, Giuseppe has focused on
building supportive, collaborative laboratory
environments and leading teams through periods
of growth and transition. His work has emphasized
quality, communication, and creating cultures
where people feel valued and able to do their best
work.

He most recently served as Director of Laboratory
Operations at Waterbury Hospital in Connecticut,
partnering closely with UConn Health during a
period of organizational change. Previously, he
served as System Director of Laboratory Services
for Hartford HealthCare, where he led multi-site
operations and supported system-wide quality and
standardization initiatives.

Giuseppe holds an MBA from Southern
Connecticut State University and is certified as a
Medical Laboratory Scientist (MLS) through the
ASCP. He recently relocated to Boston.
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Department of Pathology

Award, Honors, and New Roles

James Kirby, MD, has been appointed as Vice
Chair of the Division of Laboratory and
Transfusion Medicine, with oversight of HLA,
Cytogenetics, and Molecular Pathology.

Stefan Riedel, MD, PhD, has been appointed as
Director of Industry-sponsored Research and
Industry Relations.
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Department of Pathology

Award, Honors, and New Roles

Paul VanderLaan, MD, PhD, was recently
appointed as Professor of Clinical
Pathology at Harvard Medical School. He is
currently serving as Interim Vice Chair,
Anatomic Pathology, Academic and Faculty
Affairs.

Omer Yilmaz, MD, PhD, will serve as the
inaugural Director of Translational
Research. In this new position, he will help
better connect clinical and research
missions in practical, collaborative, and
innovative ways. In addition to being a
pathologist, he is also a Professor of
Biology at MIT’s Koch Institute and Director
of the MIT Stem Cell Initiative.
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Department of Pathology

Award, Honors, and New Roles

Cindy Hayne, MD, PhD, Received the BIDMC GME
Program Director Excellence Award

(L-R) Carrie Tibbles, MD, Director,
Graduate Medical Education, BIDMC;
Cindy Hayne, MD, PhD; Richard
Schwartzstein, MD, Executive Director,
Carl J. Shapiro Institute for Education
and Research and Vice President,
Education, BIDMC.

Cindy Hayne, MD, PhD, has been selected as the recipient
of this year’s BIDMC GME Program Director Excellence
Award. This annual award recognizes a program director
who has “demonstrated a commitment to advancing
graduate medical education at BIDMC through educational
and clinical quality improvement, service excellence, and
innovation.” Dr. Hayne has worked tirelessly to ensure that
we have an outstanding residency training program, and her
leadership, commitment, and thoughtful oversight of
graduate medical education have had a tremendous impact
on the department. Learn more about last week's Education
Week activities_on the Portal.
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Department of Pathology

Laboratory Updates

Cancer Service Expansion:
BIDMC Cordage Park in Plymouth

As part of expanding access to cancer care, two hematology-oncology
and infusion facilities are under construction, BIDMC Cordage Park in
Plymouth, and a companion site in Quincy. The BIDMC Pathology
Department will manage the lab at Cordage Park, which is expected to
open in early 2027. Cordage Park will increase infusion chair capacity
from the current 22 chairs at BID-Plymouth, to 36 chairs. It will also
provide advanced clinical offerings, such as access to clinical trials and a
rotation of oncology sub-specialty physicians. Together, these new sites
aim to improve access, enhance patient convenience, and deliver
comprehensive, leading-edge cancer care within local communities.
Below is a recent photo of the Cordage Park lab under construction.
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Department of Pathology

Laboratory Updates

Beyond the Lab Door: Anatomic Pathology

The Anatomic Pathology department has many moving parts. From
the cutting room where specimens are accessioned, grossed and
prepared to histology where the tissue is processed, embedded, cut
and stained, every step requires precision and skill. Our special stains,
IHC (immunohistochemistry), EM (electron microscopy), and IF
(Immunofluorescense) teams use advanced techniques to detect
special markers that are critical for diagnosis. Our Cytology division
plays a key role in evaluating cells from body fluids and fine needle
aspirations. Our Send Out teams ensure that these specialized tests
are complete both in house and at reference labs, while the slide
library preserves and organizes cases for future review, teaching and
patient care. None of this would function without our administrative
staff who help coordinate workflows, manage reports and consults and
keep communication flowing. Every role is essential and every detalil
matters. Contributed by Allyson Lewis, Anatomic Pathology
Technologist

Photomicrograph of a histological section of
human skin prepared for direct
immunofluorescence using an anti-IgG
antibody. The skin is from a patient with
systemic lupus erythematosus and shows IgG
deposit at two different places: The first is a
band-like deposit along the epidermal
basement membrane ("lupus band test" is
positive). The second is within the nuclei of the
epidermal cells (anti-nuclear antibodies).
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Department of Pathology

Laboratory Updates

Beyond the Lab Door: Blood Bank

A blood bank is a facility that collects, tests, separates, and stores donated blood and
its components (like platelets, plasma, and red cells) to ensure they are safe for
medical transfusions. It acts as a crucial supply chain, providing blood for surgeries,
emergencies, and chronic diseases while ensuring compatibility and preventing
diseases. Below is an interview with a Blood Bank Technologist.

Q: What surprised you about this work?

A day in the life of a blood bank tech can have a wide range of possibilities.
One day you could feel like a medical detective, methodically combing through
Epic charts and testing a series of antibody identification panels to discover
which type of antibody a patient has developed. Another day, you could be
running around the lab, preparing blood products for coolers to help a patient
through a life-threatening situation. When a trauma case comes through the
emergency department and the clinical team activates a massive transfusion
protocol, you have to act fast. You never know what kind of day you'll get!

Q: If your department had a mascot what would its name be
and what would it look like?

It would be a red drop of blood with a cape, a

Blood Bank Superhero who's ready to save lives.

Q: Have you had any other jobs that were useful for this one?
| worked as an ice cream scooper in high school. | took orders and made sure
the customer got exactly what they asked for. There are some surprising
similarities to blood bank in that way. Now instead of flavors of ice cream, it's
types of blood! Completing orders at the ice cream shop prepared me well for
my job as an MLS in blood bank because I've developed a strong attention to
detail and a warm customer service demeanor.
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Department of Pathology

Laboratory Updates

tBeyond the Lab Door: Chemistry

Chemistry lab tests, or blood chemistry panels, are routine blood tests used to
evaluate overall health by measuring electrolyte levels, organ function (kidneys, liver),
and metabolic markers. Common panels include the Basic Metabolic Panel (BMP) and
Comprehensive Metabolic Panel (CMP), often requiring fasting for 812 hours before
a venipuncture. Below is an interview with a Chemistry Technologist.

Q: What surprised you about this work?
How some things never change.

Q: If your department had a mascot what would its name be and what would it
look like?
Doc Brown the Mad Scientist [from Back to the Future].

Q: Have you had any other jobs that were surprisingly useful for this one?
Analyzers are mostly all the same. If you've learned a few, you can pretty much run
any of them.

Chemistry has a new automated analyzer. Cobas Pro: cobas® pro integrated
solutions runs qualitative, semiquantitative, and quantitative clinical chemistry and
immunochemistry assays as well as ion-selective measurements. (Image below from
the company).
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Department of Pathology

Publications

« ChiF, Han S, Yilmaz OH. Purified diets enable experimental rigor through compositional control in
animal research. Cell Metab. 2026 Apr 7;38(4):648-651. doi: 10.1016/j.cmet.2026.01.010. Epub
2026 Feb 27. PMID: 41763194.

« Goto S, Deshpande V, Yilmaz OH, Goto N. Lineage plasticity driven by GATAG loss fuels colorectal
cancer metastasis. Cell Stem Cell. 2026 Jun 22:5S1934-5909(26)00205-5. doi:
10.1016/j.stem.2026.05.013. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 42330962.

* Martins MF, Govindan R, Almaghlouth NK, Kirby JE, Kentoffio KJ, Farmakiotis D, Le-Mahajan A. A
fatal case of Legionella micdadei prosthetic valve endocarditis diagnosed by plasma microbial cell-
free DNA metagenomic sequencing. Lancet Infect Dis. 2026 Jun 8:51473-3099(26)00223-9. doi:
10.1016/S1473-3099(26)00223-9. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 42259326.

+ Kang Y-S, Kirby JE. Host GPCR-cAMP signaling balances Gas and Gai activity to control
intracellular Brucella infection. mBio. 2026 Jun 10;17(6):e0004026. doi: 10.1128/mbio.00040-26.
Epub 2026 Apr 27. PMID: 42041261; PMCID: PMC13251361.

« Kirby JE, Arnaout R. Why are we doing this alone? A collaborative framework for LDT development
and validation. J Clin Microbiol. 2026 Apr 8;64(4):e0186725. doi: 10.1128/jcm.01867-25. Epub 2026
Mar 19. PMID: 41854436; PMCID: PMC13059807.

Uy MTJ, Kirmaier A, Rudtner LM, Pine A, Kirby JE. Poloxamer dilution as an on-demand alternative
to agar dilution-based antimicrobial susceptibility testing - PubMed2026 Apr 8;64(4):e0182225. doi:
10.1128/jcm.01822-25. Epub 2026 Mar 5. PMID: 41784364; PMCID: PMC13059702.

* Lee SH, Aktas BK, Kim A, Deshpande V, Vyas M, Yilmaz O. Tumour deposits in colorectal
carcinoma are associated with immune evasion and dose-dependent adverse prognosis beyond
nodal status. Br J Cancer. 2026 Jun 12. doi: 10.1038/s41416-026-03498-8. Epub ahead of print.
PMID: 42286231.

 Lee SH, Aktas BK, Kim A, Deshpande V, Vyas M, Yilmaz O. Exira-appendiceal low-grade mucinous
neoplasme-like lesions: clinicopathologic and molecular characteristics. Histopathology. 2026 May 26.
doi: 10.1111/his.70183. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 42187007.

* Yilmaz O, Aktas BK, Tezcan N, Deshpande V, Adsay V, Vyas M. Primary gallbladder carcinomas
showing pancreatic acinar features in the absence of a pancreatic primary. Histopathology. 2026 Mar
29. doi: 10.1111/his.70145. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 41905349.

« Lin LH, Odintsov I, Towery EA, Quade BJ, Nucci MR, Ordulu Z, Kolin DL. Clinicopathological and
molecular features of uterine smooth muscle tumours in patients with Li-Fraumeni syndrome.
Histopathology. 2026 Jun 18. doi: 10.1111/his.70201. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 42312930.
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Department of Pathology

Publications

« Cheng X, Zhang Y, Qian C, Holdridge E, Ananda G, Jiang T, Ni J, Xie S, Gu H, Ji R, Ivanova EV,
Nucci MR, Wang Z, Chen K, Kochupurakkal B, Freeman GJ, Shapiro Gl, Liu J, Konstantinopoulos
PA, Matulonis U, Zhao JJ. Targeting FGFR signaling overcomes therapeutic resistance and immune
evasion in oncogenic PIK3CA-driven serous-like endometrial cancer. Nat Commun. 2026 May 4. doi:
10.1038/s41467-026-72544-z. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 42082487.

+ Kaya M, Lin LH, Oosting J, Powell ME, Davidson EJ, Leary A, Mileshkin LR, Shepherd L, de Bruyn
M, Jobsen J, Kroep JR, Creutzberg CL, Horeweg N, Léon-Castillo A, Parra-Herran C, Smit VTHBM,
Nucci MR, Bosse T. Desert Immune Phenotype in Endometrial Carcinoma: A Distinct Subgroup With
Poor Prognosis and Targetable Mutations. Mod Pathol. 2026 Jun;39(6):101000. doi:
10.1016/j.modpat.2026.101000. Epub 2026 Apr 10. PMID: 41967711.

* Hernandez-Garcia E, Edkins A, Chrysikou E, Ordéfiez-Mena JM, Nekhlyudov L, Kim JB, McLean
GR, Frost H, Panigrahy D. In-bedroom renewed air as anti-inflammatory adjuvant therapy in cancer
survivors: protocol for the randomised, placebo-controlled BREATHS N-of-1 trial series. BMJ Open.
2026 Jun 16;16(6):e111748. doi: 10.1136/bmjopen-2025-111748. PMID: 42303407; PMCID:
PMC13289009.

*  YeoYY, Qiu H, Bai Y, Zhu B, Chang Y, lannelli F, Yiu SPT, Yeung J, Michel HA, Wang Y, Wang Y, Wu
W, Wright K, Shaban M, Sadigh S, Nkosi D, Shanmugam V, Rock P, Cramer P, Paczkowska J,
Stephan P, Liao G, Huang AY, Wang H, Chen H, Frauenfeld L, Kaufmann L, Pileri S, Mitra B, Gewurz
BE, Zhao B, Nolan GP, Zhang B, Shalek AK, Angelo M, Schiarch CM, Mahmood F, Chiarle R, Ma Q,
Burack WR, Shipp MA, Rodig SJ, Jiang S. Epstein-Barr virus orchestrates spatial reorganization and
immunomodulation in the classic Hodgkin lymphoma tumor microenvironment. Cell Rep Med. 2026
Apr 21;7(4):102722. doi: 10.1016/j.xcrm.2026.102722. Epub 2026 Mar 31. PMID: 41923627; PMCID:
PMC13130692.

«  Campisi M, Osaki T, Dryg |, Stornante C, Wolff J, Weirather J, Weaver N, Tarannum M, Gillanders I,
Bers A, Bobilev E, Lineberry MS, Schol P, Chen M, Ota K, Park SR, Fahey CG, Thai TC, Li Y, Li Z, Li
ZH, Shelton S, Hirose S, Padrick C, Ivanova E, Ha M, Yang S, Olszewski H, Kivliehan S, Lizotte P,
Hagen K, Gjeci |, Haller W, Zasadil LM, EI Zarif T, Berchuck JE, Knelson EH, Brea EJ, Odintsov I, Liu
T, Chiono V, Tuladhar B, Ngo K, Rosentrater E, Raizer J, Lineberry N, Sur M, Pfaff K, Freedman M,
Hodi FS, Tolstorukov MY, Oser MG, Sheffer M, Mitsiades CS, Barnes MJ, Appleman VA, Gokhale
PC, Kamm RD, Paweletz CP, Romee R, Rodig S, Barbie DA, Mahadevan NR. Vascular STING
activation facilitates NK cell anti-tumor immunity in small cell lung cancer. Cancer Cell. 2026 Apr
13;44(4):858-878.e16. doi: 10.1016/j.ccell.2026.02.008. Epub 2026 Mar 5. PMID: 41791380; PMCID:
PMC13007731.
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ahead of print. PMID: 41931390; PMCID: PMC13222652.

« Armstrong A, Heng YJ, Sardella BR, Ratcliffe M, Rosner B, Tamimi RM, Yaghjyan L.
Associations of alcohol use with expression of stromal markers in benign breast biopsy
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* Valenzuela-Arzeta IE, Yeganeh PN, Rai A, Banahan J, latrou A, Sejour L, Uyemura M,
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