
Department of Pathology 
New Hires

Beth Harrison, MD, is a surgical pathologist with 
expertise in breast and gynecologic pathology. She 
joined us from Mass General Brigham and is part-
time faculty. She completed her residency in 
Anatomic Pathology at New York University 
Langone Medical Center and clinical fellowships in 
breast pathology at Brigham and Women's 
Hospital and gynecologic pathology at 
Massachusetts General Hospital. She is an 
Assistant Professor in Pathology at Harvard 
Medical School and has taught pathology 
residents and medical students. Her research has 
focused on improvement in the diagnosis and 
management of breast disease through quality 
assurance, diagnostic concordance, 
clinicopathologic and molecular studies. She has 
served as the consultant pathologist for the Dana-
Farber Cancer Institute Inflammatory Breast 
Cancer Program.
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Yael Heher, MD, has returned to the Department 
of Pathology at BIDMC in a part-time capacity. 
She will advance Pathology quality and safety 
work, provide mentorship, and participate in renal 
(pathology) sign-out. Before being named as 
BILH's inaugural Chief Quality Officer in 2023, 
she spent more than a decade at BIDMC and was 
instrumental in developing our departmental 
quality and safety program. We are excited to 
have her help lead this next phase of the Dana-
Farber Beth Israel Deaconess Cancer 
Collaboration.

She has also joined the Harvard Medical Faculty 
Physicians' (HMFP) senior team to lead 
the evaluation of HMFP's quality and safety 
programs.
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Jia-Chi "Jack" Wang, MD, MSc, PhD, is a board-
certified clinical cytogeneticist and molecular 
geneticist specializing in reproductive, prenatal, and 
perinatal diagnostics. He is Director of Clinical 
Cytogenetics, Reproductive and Perinatal 
Diagnostics, and Director of Molecular Pathology 
Quality Assurance, within the Division of Clinical 
Laboratory Medicine. He is also a faculty member at 
Harvard Medical School.

Most recently, he was Director of Cytogenetics at City 
of Hope. He previously held leadership roles at 
McMaster University, Quest Diagnostics, and Global 
Diagnostics Network for Northeast Asia. He earned 
his MD from China Medical University in Taiwan and 
completed his MSc and PhD at McGill University. He 
trained in Clinical Cytogenetics at BC Children’s 
Hospital in Vancouver and in Clinical Molecular 
Genetics at The Hospital for Sick Children in 
Toronto. He also has a strong record of mentorship 
and academic contributions.
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George Murphy, MD, is an internationally recognized 
leader in dermatopathology, cutaneous 
immunopathology, and academic medicine, with a 
distinguished career spanning clinical excellence, 
education, and research. He joins the 
Dermatopathology team and will also be the Director of 
Cutaneous Oncopathology Research and Innovation. 
He has held senior academic appointments at Harvard 
Medical School, the University of Pennsylvania, and 
Thomas Jefferson University, and has served in 
numerous national leadership roles within pathology 
and dermatopathology societies. He is widely known 
for his foundational contributions to skin pathology, 
graft-versus-host disease, melanoma biology, and 
stem cell research, and has authored or edited many 
of the field’s seminal textbooks and references.

His arrival enhances our depth of expertise in 
diagnostic pathology, mentorship, and translational 
investigation. 
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Shelby Hutcherson, PhD, DABCC, is a board-
certified clinical chemist with expertise in laboratory 
medicine, assay validation, and clinical chemistry 
operations. She is Assistant Director of Clinical 
Chemistry and Director of Immunology in our 
Division of Clinical Laboratory Medicine.

She completed her PhD at Johns Hopkins 
University School of Medicine and her clinical 
chemistry fellowship at Memorial Sloan Kettering 
Cancer Center, where she most recently served as 
Assistant Attending Clinical Chemist and Program 
Director of the Clinical Chemistry Fellowship. Her 
interests include clinical assay development, 
quality improvement, and education, and she 
brings valuable experience in both academic 
laboratory leadership and trainee education.
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Christos Tsokos, MD, PhD, is a physician-scientist 
with advanced training in gastrointestinal, pancreatic, 
and liver pathology, and brings a strong background 
in translational research and academic pathology. He 
joined the Gastrointestinal Pathology team.

He completed his medical degree at Harvard Medical 
School and his PhD at MIT, followed by residency and 
fellowship training at University of California San 
Franciso. He has served as a Research Fellow in 
chromatin biology at Massachusetts General 
Hospital (MGH) and most recently as an attending 
pathologist on the GI/Pancreas/Liver service at MGH. 
His academic interests span diagnostic GI pathology 
and molecular mechanisms of disease. 
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Helen Demers is the Director of Project Management 
at BIDMC, where she leads strategic initiatives within 
Pathology and supports large-scale clinical and 
operational transformation efforts. She brings deep 
expertise in managing complex, cross-functional 
programs in highly regulated healthcare and life 
sciences environments.

Prior to her current role, Helen held leadership 
positions at Nitto Avecia, Philips Healthcare, and 
Genzyme Genetics. Helen holds an MBA from Clark 
University and a bachelor’s degree in Molecular 
Biology and Biochemistry. 
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Award, Honors and New Roles

Kerry O’Brien, MD was nominated to the Harvard Medical 
Faculty Physicians Board of Directors.​ ​This nomination 
recognizes her outstanding leadership, dedication, and 
contributions to our institution and the broader BIDMC and 
HMFP community.​

Omer Yilmaz, MD, PhD, a GI pathologist int the 
department, has been promoted to full Professor of 
Biology at MIT (tenured). He also serves as 
Director of the MIT Stem Cell Initiative.

Indira Guleria, PhD has been promoted to Associate 
Professor of Pathology at HMS.
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Shaelyn Widener has been promoted to Director of 
Operations, Anatomic Pathology. She brings more than 
15 years of progressive experience within Anatomic 
Pathology at BIDMC, having advanced through a 
number of lab roles, including most recently Clinical 
Manager of Anatomic Pathology.

Stefanie Mattson has been promoted to Director of 
Operations, Clinical Pathology. She joined BIDMC in 
January of 2017, and has 25 years of clinical laboratory 
experience, 13 of them in a supervisory/management 
role. She has served as the Interim Operations Director, 
Clinical Pathology since June 2025.

Elena Piskounova, PhD was promoted to Assistant 
Professor of Pathology at HMS.
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Laboratory Updates 

More In-House Immunohistochemical Tests Available
At BIDMC, we are committed to providing our patients with the most 
advanced diagnostic tools to guide their care. Over the past year, the 
Immunohistochemistry Laboratory in the Department of Pathology has 
significantly expanded our in-house immunohistochemical test menu, 
specifically focusing on protein-based biomarkers that are essential 
for modern oncology. 

Recent additions to our in-house companion diagnostic suite include 
FDA-approved assays for PD-L1 (22C3), cMET, FOLR1, and 
Claudin 18.2. These markers are pivotal in directing appropriate 
therapeutic choices across multiple tumor types, including 
immunotherapy and newer antibody-drug conjugates (ADCs).

Performing these assays internally, has dramatically reduced testing 
turnaround times, ensuring that critical diagnostic information reaches 
clinical teams faster than ever. Under the interim medical director 
leadership of Yuho Ono, MD, the momentum continues with a 
pipeline of biomarkers, including ALK (D5F3), MTAP, and DLL3, 
among others. Looking ahead, we hope to bring over 100 diagnostic 
antibodies in-house over the next year, to provide more accurate and 
timely tumor characterization. 
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Following a recent inspection by the American Society for 
Histocompatibility and Immunogenetics (ASHI), our HLA laboratory 
achieved 100% compliance with zero non-conformities on Feb. 10. 
ASHI is the accrediting body recognized by the Centers for Medicare & 
Medicaid Services for meeting federal CLIA requirements and relied 
upon by national transplant organizations such as the United Network 
for Organ Sharing and the National Marrow Donor Program.

A completely clean inspection in high-complexity clinical testing is both 
rare and highly prestigious, affirming that our HLA typing, 
crossmatching, and antibody screening practices meet the most 
rigorous national standards and provide exceptional confidence to the 
transplant teams and patients we serve. This accomplishment reflects 
the HLA team’s outstanding technical expertise, meticulous attention to 
quality, and unwavering commitment to excellence. We congratulate 
the entire team and thank them for their continued dedication to 
advancing patient care.

High Standards & Hard Work: HLA Lab Inspection Success!
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Congratulations to the Joslin Diabetes Lab Team

Thank you to all the staff involved in the successful relocation and smooth go-
live of the Joslin Diabetes Lab. This initiative represented a significant 
operational undertaking, spanning several months of detailed planning, 
implementation, and comprehensive training.

This project would not have been possible without the coordinated efforts 
of Roche, Joslin leadership, OneBILH Epic Beaker staff, and the Joslin 
laboratory staff led by Jackie Raetz, whose shared commitment ensured a 
seamless transition while maintaining patient care, data integrity, and 
operational continuity. The professionalism demonstrated across teams 
exemplifies the strength of interdisciplinary collaboration within our 
organization.

Because of the team's dedication, adaptability, and commitment to excellence, 
the Joslin Diabetes Lab is now fully operational in its new location and well-
positioned to continue delivering high-quality services.
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Congratulations to Natacha Dupervil, Hematology Lab

L-R: Marcia Fearon, committee member 
for BIDMC’s annual Martin Luther King, 
Jr. celebration; Natacha Dupervil; Yvel
Joseph, Astrid's husband; and Julian 
Joseph, Astrid’s son.

On Jan. 13, BIDMC celebrated Martin Luther King, Jr., Day with an event 
including the presentation of the inaugural Astrid Joseph Award, which will 
annually recognize an individual who embodies our WE CARE 
values (Wellbeing, Empathy, Collaboration, Accountability, Respect, and 
Equity). This year, the award was given to Natacha Dupervil, a Medical Lab 
Technician in the East Campus Hematology Lab, for her willingness to help 
others and go above and beyond. Natacha Dupervil was nominated by her 
colleagues and selected from more than 25 nominees at BIDMC.

The award is sponsored by the Richard E. Lee Fund and is named after 
Astrid Joseph, who worked for more than 20 years for the Committee on 
Clinical Investigations (CCI) at BIDMC.

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/bwufdvdbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NDPDsgG6lMk7Pwn4uBkCTdHv_DTIKYEEIGR2EPr2YvTPptgXpJBOGdZPpRG41GYTKH1_h-OWQCQe0VK13ZqGN2KdOuKlzA1Ibj04caYL0_8GKOfwhhJ_mSLEWuyMeuyKkXlUl6uvKW2L2RhqANSPRK0Z3Mnw4Go2-tTuH9insg4KvWAbWuk9Avhy8xnoT5XVUKDAXI_mDSORILcwmILVPOB0Ipg8lDFfIU092RnmZWs8YW_RhxwuyMBvqr0k1pywowU_45NyQO3InZI5NcKPRRtQ2u7g3KAErhroyzsdGwDJalaRKWIuMhmzWlaBflQVu1x8DXEkqPBz5emTgpZaKLbIc_XgLTmFUw60II79P4yNGuWRzLNr4NZw0rCAJ3PfUIE9ABK_G8dDPSiYwN3ekjNN9uwolC82DWQW7L_j4TbmY7Bim0CPnoADJZHXaXh6YWdTb2rU61XSZqpX0VBCKeklFElH7Ab4Fh7OPXuH5YlMpLbAVyDGNX7pky5VaYkoBK-L410mIe_lM2TqaA1BsK8nfeAWClD8sUGnzzGYM3SlM4twIHrcYQ==&c=qfesY9lp5jTX9s8ahZAszJee3bzdjj8OfcwuFs0cxvup8aEt-T4AMg==&ch=dLGev1yMrA-UR-QuQcApXY7v6R7LdjpREiqG3q-ByjS-KLWS5FTCBA==__;!!AIv8Mrc!75iANSNznH8S4MJLdLVXF5-9Fb61qgaeVTpHhpocLdnCasJaP3cYAq9L5LHX1pT7ckCb9aWZceUH0CaPNJtJtbWEtqYEl-LjARkr5g$
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Lab Spotlight: AP Sendouts/Slide Library
Two exceptional teams work seamlessly together to ensure testing and
specimen retrieval are completed in a timely and efficient manner. 

The AP Sendout team, led by Supervisor Tamara Licorish, alongside 
Katrina Pavlovich and Marta Opie, has been instrumental in shaping a 
well-structured department supported by a strong internal tracking 
system. Through their dedication and organization, the team processed 
1,767 BIDMC requests and 471 outside requests from Jan. 1- mid-Feb. 

Equally vital is the Slide Library team, Marianne Hughes, Angela 
Jamison, and Victoria Bowman, who consistently go above and beyond 
to support departments across BIDMC. Their work spans research 
support, block and slide retrieval, specimen returns, and data entry, 
ensuring accuracy and continuity across all services. 

Together, these two teams play a critical role in keeping the AP 
Department running smoothly, supporting residents, fellows, clinical staff, 
and pathology faculty with send-out testing, an essential foundation in 
meeting the needs of the patients we care so deeply for. 
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Stabilization of IQGAP1 by the mTORC2 component 
PRR5 mediates mitogenic LINC01133-to-ERK 
signaling in triple-negative breast cancer. Tu Z, 
Moses L, Hu Y, Sapkota S, Quintana LM, Guerrero L, 
Bell GW, Karnoub AE. Sci Signal. 2026 Feb 10;19(924): 
eadr4063.

Tu, Quintana, Karnoub et al. found that the long non-
coding RNA LINC01133 promoted triple-negative breast 
cancer (TNBC) cell growth by activating AKT signaling 
via the mTORC2 component PRR5. However, inhibiting 
AKT was insufficient in suppressing TNBC growth 
because PRR5 triggered a compensatory, parallel 
pathway that activated ERK signaling via the adaptor 
protein IQGAP1. Simultaneous inhibition of both AKT 
and ERK signaling, or suppressing PRR5, proved 
effective in suppressing TNBC cell growth suggesting 
that combining AKT and ERK inhibitors, or PRR5-
targeted therapeutics, might prove effective in clinical 
management of TNBC.

Zhenbo Tu, PhD; Liza Quintana, MD; and Tony Karnoub, PhD, 
Published in Science Signaling

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/bwufdvdbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001W3JfMBUaRD88gQLIL7UFcu5gDCWJTPOJVGXBOevqRiAriHQgUY-A_51zpaR71BJkXUhHKCFyxj35l7Sbb7dgZlw1BjWC6a1QoLsFFHPnzc-dXX9QBAp-g5Y7VLY9MWiGR7gB8jo-LjM-sVoU0O5uXPTRPunw5utjBWnP1FkP-Dt0MX5EpoO5KA==&c=F0GA40G_mL_GHFkdjmAFPAWqWODvsAaBA73aIBXhLQB140PmpQ6Q3A==&ch=fZOX1sxczJqXqoKk-p5GJKi-PmU0K6ktrKuUrTgMNUM-KIEn-hHlOQ==__;!!AIv8Mrc!5IIED_XHALzyQda92gpTmLfO54opYO8pHuu2YodCYWQ7qbpZwSVTrCUjNdPZSCNlYbGtI5-BKDlqxMMn8Qr9ySp6Uylsn-7JDH63jA$
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